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30 Free IT Tools
for 2026

The Ultimate Curated Guide for IT Beginners & Pros

Must-have tools and learning resources to supercharge
your IT career - all at zero cost.

CODING & DEV CYBERSECURITY DEVOPS

8 Tools 4 Tools 5 Tools
PRODUCTIVITY Al & AUTOMATION SYSADMIN
5 Tools 4 Tools 4 Tools

Also by Roosevelt Wilmot - Available on Amazon
The System Administrator's Dilemma

Invisible Infrastructure: The Art of Leading What No One Sees

By Roosevelt Wilmot | Founder, ulearn4sure.com



https://amzn.to/4cmwIr6
https://amzn.to/3O89fA2
https://ulearn4sure.com

Coding & Development - Essential editors, languages, and platforms J

‘ Visual Studio Code ' essential )

The #1 code editor. Extensions for every language, built-in
terminal, Git integration, and Al-powered IntelliSense.

VS Code: Beginner's Guide to Features & Apps

‘ FreeCodeCamp

Free interactive coding curriculum covering HTML, CSS, JS,
Python, and more. Earn certifications as you go.

The Complete HTML & CSS Exercise Book

‘ Cursor Al  new )

Al-native code editor built on VS Code. Uses LLMs for code
generation, debugging, and intelligent autocomplete.

Cursor Al Simplified

‘ Eclipse IDE

Powerful open-source IDE for Java, C++, and enterprise
development with extensive plugin ecosystem.

Mastering Eclipse IDE

ulearn4sure.com

’ Git & GitHub (essenriaL)

Version control is non-negotiable. Track changes, collaborate
on code, and manage projects like a professional.

Pro Git (Expert's Voice in Software Dev)

‘ Python ( EssenTiaL )

The most versatile programming language for automation,
scripting, data analysis, Al, and backend development.

Python Crash Course, 3rd Edition

‘ Postman

Design, test, and document APIs with ease. Essential for
backend development and integration work.

API Testing & Development with Postman

‘ Notepad++

Lightning-fast text editor for quick edits, log analysis, and
scripting. Supports 80+ programming languages.

Code Building Tool: Notepad++
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https://code.visualstudio.com/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Visual+Studio+Code+Beginners+Guide+Features+Apps&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://github.com/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1430218339?tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://www.freecodecamp.org/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Complete+HTML+CSS+Exercise+Book+500+Code+Challenges&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://www.python.org/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1718502702?tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://cursor.sh/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Cursor+AI+Simplified+book&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://www.postman.com/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=API+Testing+Development+Postman+Dave+Westerveld&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://www.eclipse.org/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Mastering+Eclipse+IDE&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://notepad-plus-plus.org/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Code+Building+Tool+Notepad+Notepad++&tag=ulearn4sure07-20

Cybersecurity & Networking - Analyze, audit, and secure your infrastructure ]

‘ Wireshark ( essential )

The gold standard for network protocol analysis. Capture and
inspect packets to troubleshoot and audit traffic.

Networking All-in-One For Dummies

. PUTTY

Free SSH, Telnet, and serial console client for secure remote
server access on Windows.

The Linux Command Line, 2nd Ed

. Kali Linux

Purpose-built OS with 600+ penetration testing and security
auditing tools pre-installed.

Hacking with Kali Linux

' Nmap ' new

Network discovery and security auditing. Scan ports, detect
services, and map your entire network topology.

Nmap Network Scanning

DevOps & Infrastructure - containers, VMs, automation, and cloud ]

‘ Docker [ essenTiaL )

Containerize applications for consistent deployment
anywhere. The backbone of modern DevOps workflows.

Docker Deep Dive

‘ PowerShell ( new )

Cross-platform automation framework. Manage M365, Azure,
Active Directory, and automate any IT workflow.

Learn PowerShell in a Month of Lunches

‘ VMware Converter

Convert physical machines to virtual machines. Essential for
migration and disaster recovery planning.

The Complete VMware vSphere Guide

ulearn4sure.com

‘ VirtualBox

Run full virtual machines for free. Perfect for testing, labbing,
and learning multiple operating systems.

Virtualization Essentials, 2nd Ed

. Terraform (Free) ( new )

Infrastructure as Code for provisioning cloud resources.
Define infrastructure in declarative config files.

Terraform: Up & Running, 3rd Ed
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https://www.wireshark.org/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Networking+All-in-One+For+Dummies&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://www.kali.org/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Hacking+with+Kali+Linux+beginner+guide&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://www.putty.org/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=The+Linux+Command+Line+2nd+Edition+William+Shotts&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://nmap.org/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Nmap+Network+Scanning+Gordon+Fyodor+Lyon&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://www.docker.com/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Docker+Deep+Dive+Nigel+Poulton&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://www.virtualbox.org/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Virtualization+Essentials+2nd+Edition+Matthew+Portnoy&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/powershell/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Learn+PowerShell+Month+of+Lunches+Travis+Plunk&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://www.terraform.io/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Terraform+Up+Running+3rd+Edition+Yevgeniy+Brikman&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Complete+VMware+vSphere+Guide&tag=ulearn4sure07-20

Produ CtiVity & Content - Stay organized, create content, automate workflows ]

‘ Notion ‘ Trello

All-in-one workspace for notes, docs, wikis, and project Visual Kanban boards for task management. Simple
management. Organize your entire IT learning path. drag-and-drop to track projects and deadlines.

Notion for Beginners Trello for Project Managers

‘ OBS Studio ‘ Thunderbird

Professional screen recording and live streaming. Create IT Open-source email client with robust filtering, encryption
tutorials, demos, and training content. support, and calendar integration.

OBS Super User Guidebook Thunderbird Mail

' 7-Zip

High-compression file archiving. Handles ZIP, 7z, RAR, TAR,
and dozens more formats.

Computers Made Easy

Al & Automation - The new essentials every IT pro needs in 2026 }
(e ) AN
‘ Ollama ( new ) ‘ n8n (Self-hosted) ( new )
Run large language models locally on your machine. Visual workflow automation platform. Connect APIs,
Privacy-first Al with no cloud dependency or API costs. automate tasks, and build Al-powered workflows for free.
Al Engineering by Chip Huyen Automate the Boring Stuff w/ Python
i (NEw ) N
. Hugging Face ( new ‘ ChatGPT / Claude  new
Open-source Al model hub. Access thousands of pre-trained Al assistants for coding help, troubleshooting, documentation,
models for NLP, vision, and generative Al. and learning. Use daily for 10x productivity.
NLP with Transformers Co-Intelligence by Ethan Mollick
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https://www.notion.so/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Notion+for+Beginners+Work+Play+Productivity&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://trello.com/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Trello+for+Project+Managers&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://obsproject.com/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=OBS+Super+User+Guidebook&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://www.thunderbird.net/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Thunderbird+Mail+email+client+book&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://www.7-zip.org/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Computers+Made+Easy+James+Bernstein&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://ollama.com/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=AI+Engineering+Chip+Huyen&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://n8n.io/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Automate+Boring+Stuff+Python+Al+Sweigart&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://huggingface.co/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Natural+Language+Processing+Transformers+Tunstall+Hugging+Face&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://ulearn4sure.com/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Co-Intelligence+Living+Working+Ethan+Mollick&tag=ulearn4sure07-20

SysAdmin & Utilities - Database, file transfer, image editing & more ]

‘ MySOQL Workbench

Visual database design, SQL development, and
administration tool for MySQL and MariaDB.

The MySQL Workshop

‘ GIMP

Professional image editing. Create diagrams, screenshots,
and design assets - free Photoshop alternative.

The GIMP Bible: 40+ Step-by-Step

ulearn4sure.com

' FileZilla

Cross-platform FTP, FTPS, and SFTP client for fast, reliable
file transfers to remote servers.

The lllustrated Network

‘ Sublime Text

Ultra-fast text editor with powerful search, multi-cursor
editing, and a distraction-free writing mode.

Mastering Sublime Text
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https://www.mysql.com/products/workbench/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=The+MySQL+Workshop+Thomas+Pettit&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://filezilla-project.org/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=The+Illustrated+Network+Walter+Goralski&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://www.gimp.org/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=GIMP+Bible+Beginners+Step+by+Step&tag=ulearn4sure07-20
https://www.sublimetext.com/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Mastering+Sublime+Text&tag=ulearn4sure07-20

Pro Tips: Get the Most Out of These Tools

1 Start with Foundations

Begin with VS Code, Git, and FreeCodeCamp to build your coding
foundation. These three tools alone can launch an IT career.

3 Level Up Security

Understanding network traffic and remote access is essential.

5 stay Organized

Use Notion and Trello to track your learning path. Document
everything you learn. Your future self will thank you.

/ Automate Everything

Learn PowerShell and n8n early. Automating repetitive tasks is the
fastest way to prove your value in any IT role.

ulearn4sure.com

Wireshark, Kali Linux, and PuTTY form your cybersecurity starter Kit.

7 Master Virtualization

VirtualBox and Docker are non-negotiable for modern IT. Practice
spinning up VMs and containers - it's how production works.

/I Embrace Al Tools

Cursor Al and Ollama are reshaping how we code and automate.
Start integrating Al into your workflow now - don't get left behind.

6 Build in Public

Use OBS Studio to record tutorials, share progress on GitHub, and
build a portfolio. Visibility accelerates career growth.

& Read the Books

Every tool has a recommended book. Even one chapter gives you
deeper understanding than hours of random searching.
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Start Building Today.

Pick 3 tools from this guide and dive in.

Your IT career doesn't start tomorrow - it starts now.

Books by Roosevelt Wilmot

Essential reads for IT professionals navigating leadership, ethics, and career growth.

The System Administrator's Dilemma - Get it on Amazon

Invisible Infrastructure: The Art of Leading What No One Sees - Get it on Amazon

More Resources

ulearn4sure.com - Full courses, tutorials, and IT career guides

veltenterprises.com - Home of the VELT ecosystem (tools, digital products, and ventures)

Transparency Disclaimer

Some links in this guide are affiliate links, meaning | may earn a small commission if you make
a purchase through them - at no extra cost to you. This supports the creation of free resources
like this one. | only recommend tools and books | personally trust and believe will genuinely
benefit your IT journey. Thank you for your support!

If you run a small business and want practical IT checklists and templates, check out the
Small Business IT Survival Kit

Roosevelt Wilmot
Founder, ulearn4sure.com

© 2026 ulearn4sure.com | All rights reserved
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